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Highly Capable Programs 
 
Highly capable students are students who perform or show potential for performing at significantly advanced 

academic levels when compared with others their age, with similar experiences, or environments. Outstand-
ing abilities are seen within students’ general intellectual aptitudes, specific academic abilities, and/or crea-
tive productivities in a specific domain.  
 
Students who are highly capable may possess, but are not limited to, these learning 
characteristics: 
 

1.  Capacity to learn with unusual depth of understanding, to retain what has been learned, and to 
transfer learning to new situations; 

2.  Capacity and willingness to deal with increasing levels of abstraction and complexity earlier than 
their chronological peers; 

3.  Ability to learn quickly in their area(s) of intellectual strength; and 
4.  Capacity for intense concentration and/or focus. 

 
Students who qualify for the Highly Capable programs will be placed into cluster groups with peers with 
similar academic needs.  Pioneer School District teachers practice differentiation and lesson compacting. 
 These strategies enable a highly capable student to progress in their studies at an accelerated rate in a 
basic education environment.  Advanced classes and other enrichment activities will also be available to 
highly capable students.  
 
1. Identification 
All students will be considered for Pioneer’s Highly Capable Program.  Coordinator(s) will review assessment 
data for all students in the Pioneer School District to help determine placement.  Kindergarten students will 

be screened for program using the Teaching Standards Gold Assessment.   All students at second and fifth 
grades will be screened using a cognitive abilities assessment.   Nominations from parents will be reviewed 
and determination for selection will be based on student data.    
 
2. Student Selection Assessments and Criteria 
Students will qualify for the services based on the following criteria: 
 
Kindergarten to first grades:   

1. TS Gold- 
o Criterion to be determined 

2. Nationally recognized standardized achievement test scores in Reading and Math- 
o Score of 95%ile or above 

3. Teacher recommendation based on exceptional creativity and/or leadership abilities 
 
Second grade: 

1. A standardized and nationally normed cognitive abilities test 
o Score of 90%ile or above 

2. Nationally recognized standardized achievement test scores in Reading and Math 
o Score of 95%ile or above 

3. Teacher recommendation based on exceptional creativity and/or leadership abilities  
 
 
 

Third to eighth grades: 
1. A standardized and nationally normed cognitive abilities test  

o Score of 90%ile or above 
2. Nationally recognized standardized achievement test scores in Reading and Math 

o Score of 95%ile or above 
3. Teacher recommendation based on exceptional creativity and/or leadership abilities  
4. State mandated assessment(s) 

o Score of Level 4  
 
Student’s scores will be reviewed by the Selection Committee.  All students meeting the cut scores will be 
placed into program.  
 

 
 
 
 



3. Students from Gifted/HC Programs in Other Districts 
Students new to the district who were enrolled in a Gifted, Accelerated, or Highly Capable Program(s) in an-
other district must provide test information.  The district will accept results of individually administered tests 
administered by the district’s school psychologists or a reputable professional as approved by the district. 
 District testing will be authorized only as a result of compelling evidence of the need for further testing. 
 

The admission of children moving in from other districts that have been in gifted programs will be deter-
mined by evaluating test scores and/or recommendations according to district criteria. 

1. Recognized achievement test scores and intelligence scores that are not more than two 
years old may be accepted. 

2. If more test data is needed, testing will be done as soon as possible. 
3. If the student meets the criteria he or she will be admitted to the program after parental or 

guardian permission has been granted.  
 
4. Appeal Process 
Appeals will be submitted to the Highly Capable Coordinator(s) who will then review all assessment data 
with the Highly Capable Selection Committee.  The appeal must state the reasons for the appeal and provide 
supporting data.  If the appealing party is not satisfied with the disposition of the appeal, the appeal will be 

referred to the Superintendent for final judgment. 
  
5. Selection Committee 
The Selection committee shall consist of the following persons: 

1. building highly capable coordinator; 
2. one regular classroom teacher; 
3. a school psychologist; 
4. a principal; 
5. a counselor 

 
6. Highly Capable Program Review:  Meeting Program Objectives 
The Highly Capable Committee will evaluate the effectiveness of the identification process annually and dis-

cuss whether students learning needs are being sufficiently met.  Student and teacher surveys may also be 
conducted to help program coordinators understand how improvements can be made. 
 
 
 
Test scores are regularly reviewed by each teacher as well as building principals.  In addition, formal as-
sessments along with regular progress reports of student work are documented.  Informal observations by 
teachers also serve as a factor for evaluating whether learning objectives have been met.  
 
In the spring, teachers will meet to review the strengths of each individual student to determine their best 
learning placement for the fall.   

 
7.  Exit Process 
The exit process from the program involves the teacher, student, parents, coordinator, and administrator 
with responsibility for the supervision of the District’s highly capable program. 
Parents may remove their students from the program by contacting their student’s teacher, coordinator, or 
administrator with responsibility for the supervision of the District’s highly capable program.  
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