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From the Principal Calendar 

 

Fall is upon us, and with fall comes a time to 
reflect on what we are thankful for.  First 
and foremost, I am thankful for my loving 
and supportive family.  I am also thankful 
for the students, teachers and staff that I 
have the privilege of working with every 
day.  It is so wonderful to walk through our 
building and hear our dedicated teachers 
singing with a classroom of students.  In 
another classroom I can hear staff members 
encouraging another group of children who 
are learning to read.  Further down the hall 
I see kids with smiles on their faces while 
they paint pumpkins.  And as I head back 
down through the gallery I see parents 
greeting their children with smiles and hugs. 
This is a wonderful place to be!  Happy fall!!  

 ~ Jodi Schaefer 
Contact information… 
jschaefer@psd402.org 
(360) 427-2737 
 
Digital Communication 
Pioneer School District is transitioning to a 
digital communication model.  We want to 
include you in this transition.  Once you 
register for Family Access parents and/or 
guardians can view their child’s schedule, 
grades, attendance, demographic home 
information, and coming soon e-newsletters. 
You can download the Skyward Family Access 
App off the Districts website at 
https://psd402.org or pick up an application at 

November: 
● 2nd~Dismiss at 2pm 
● 3rd~RAH calendars due 
● 5th~Daylight Savings Time Ends- 

Set Clocks Back 
● 7th~4th Grade Field Trip to Kennedy 

Creek 
● 8th-10th~Dream Team Dental 
● 9th~Dismiss at 2pm 
● 10th~Veteran’s Day Assembly at 

9am 
● 11th~No School, Veteran’s Day 
● 12th~Christmas Giving Arts and 

Crafts Fair from 10am to 3pm 
● 14th-15th~Vision and Hearing 

Screening 
● 16th~Dismiss at 2pm 
● 17th~Picture Retakes 
● 17th~PTA meeting at 6:15pm 
● 18th~Dismiss at 2pm 
● 23th~Dismiss at 11:30am 
● 23rd~First Trimester Ends 
● 24th-25th~No School, Thanksgiving 

Break 
● 28th~PEP Assembly at 2pm 
● 29th~School Board Meeting at 5:30 

pm 
● 30th~Dismiss at 2pm 

 
 

 
 

At Pioneer, we don’t just fly...we S O A R ! 
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school. Please turn in your applications  to the 
front office with a copy of your ID. 

 
 

 
 

Picture 
Retakes 

 
We will be doing 

picture retakes on Nov. 17th. If your child 
missed picture day they will have their 
picture taken on retake day. If you 
received your picture packet but would like 
retakes done, please send your packet back 
on retake day. There are order forms in the 
front office if you need one.  
 

 
 

Veteran’s Day Assembly 
Tuesday, November 10th 

9:00 AM 
Pioneer Primary Multi-Purpose room 

 
Please join our Primary students as they give 
tribute to our Veterans.  Our assembly is 
planned for November 10th, beginning at 9:00. 
We would like to invite our families and any 
community members who have served, or are 
currently serving in any branch of the Military, 
to attend the assembly as well as a snack 
afterward. 

News from the Vice Principal  

Tips for Getting to School on Time 
1.       Establish a routine 
2.       Choose outfits the night before. Lay them out. 
3.       Bathe or shower in the evening. 
4.       Set a regular bedtime schedule and follow it. 
5.       Use an alarm clock. 
6.       Have backpacks ready to go in the morning. 

 
Regular attendance is necessary for success in 

school! 
 

 
  
Looking to Try Out Some Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) strategies? 
·         Give clear, short, and specific directions. 
·         Have patience…It takes younger children at least 5 
seconds to mentally process directions. 
·         Be consistent. It helps a child learn and feel confident 
in what you want. 
·         Stay calm & use a calm voice. 
·         Focus on logical consequences when a problem 
arises. 
·         Reward positive effort – this sets the stage for 
success. 
·         Set and enforce reasonable limits. 
·         Try to give 5 positive responses for every 1 negative 
response. 
·          Set the example – actions speak louder than words. 
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·         Try to anticipate where your child might have 
trouble and prepare them for the situation. 

How might these ideas apply to more peaceful 
relationships in your family? 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Staff Spotlights Staff Spotlights 
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Lynne Zamzow 
LAP Reading and Math Teacher 
 

First and foremost I am a mom.  I have twin boys who 
are 26 years old.  I also have a granddaughter who is 5 years 
old and started Kindergarten this year down in Longview.  Her 
mom is like a daughter to me and I have a lot of kids who call 
me mom or grandma.  
 

I love working for Pioneer School District!  My job as 
the LAP/Title teacher is to help students who are struggling in 
reading or math to get closer to grade level performance.  This 
is my first year at the Primary School although this is my third 
year with Pioneer School District.  I taught fifth grade at the 
Intermediate/Middle School for two years.  Before that I was 
with the Marysville School District, north of Everett for 18 years. 
I love teaching and those lightbulb moments when you know a 
new concept has been garnered. 
 

We are excited and were chomping at the bit to get 
our RTI groups up and running.   Now that that is happening 
things are beginning to run more smoothly and people are 
happy to be working with students and feeling they are making 
a difference in young lives.  There are four people who are 
providing services to the LAP students.  Ms. Joy, Ms. Teresa, 
Ms. Sue and myself.  We will be working with different students 
throughout the year depending on need.  We want to fill holes 
that students may have and get them ready to complete the 
work that is assigned in their classrooms by their homeroom 
teachers.  
 

When I’m not teaching I love to travel.  I’ll be going to 
Washington DC in the spring with the group over at the middle 
school, it’s someplace I’ve never been and always wanted to 
go!  Then next summer, one of the teachers from the other 
school and I will be traveling to Peru to visit Machu Picchu and 
Lake Titicaca.  That will be a real adventure, this will be my first 
time to South America and I’m really excited. 

Stephen Derrick 
Special Education Teacher 
 
My name is Stephen Derrick and I am the special 
education teacher here at Pioneer Primary School.  It 
has been great fun meeting all the wonderful 
teachers, staff, and students since coming aboard 
here at Pioneer Primary.  My wife (who is a 
kindergarten teacher at Pioneer) and I moved to 
Olympia, Washington with our two boys (Jack & 
Cade) and our two standard poodles (Reggie & 
Kramer) from Maryland's Eastern Shore on the 
Chesapeake Bay, which is about an hour from 
Washington DC.  We have lived all over the United 
States, including Louisiana, Ohio, Oregon, Maryland, 
and now Washington state.  We are so glad to be 
here because we love the mountains.  We are big 
New Orleans Saints fans, but we are also trying to 
become Seahawks fans now that we live here.  I look 
forward to a great year and have lots of fun learning 
activities planned for my students. 

___________________ 
Volunteers Needed! 
 
We are looking for parent volunteers to help 
with the Lion's Club vision and hearing 
screening on Monday, November 14, 2016. 
Please contact Linda Johnson at 427-2737 if 
you are interested.  Thank You. 
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Counselor’s Corner  
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What is PAX? 
 
Last year many of our teachers received training to 
implement the "PAX Good Behavior Game" in their 
classrooms.  You may have heard your child talking about 
PAX, but you wonder what exactly that word means.  PAX 
is actually a real Latin word that means peaceful, 
productive, healthy and happy.  Every human wants PAX! 
The PAX Good Behavior Game teaches students 
self-regulation, self-control, and self-management.  But 
PAX is more than just a game.  It is embedded in the 
culture of the classroom.  For example, students spend 
time creating a list of what they want to see, hear, feel, 
and do more in order to have a wonderful classroom. 
Students learn to give each other compliments (tootle 
notes) and work together in teams in order to earn one of 
"Granny's Wacky Prizes" which are very quick, fun often 
silly activities that children earn for doing a great job 
staying on task for a specific amount of time.  A "Spleem" 
is a made up word used to point out times when children 
are off task during designated working time (blurting out, 
fiddling with things inside their desk, talking to each other 
etc).  The children have a set goal, for example they must 
have three or less spleems from their group in order to 
earn the prize.  Teachers have found that they have more 
instructional time throughout the day when students learn 
how to focus for longer periods of time, and the children 
enjoy the fun activity they earn with their friends 
demonstrating successful teamwork.  
 
You may have also noticed that teachers use harmonicas 
to get the children's attention in a calm and gentle way to 
achieve PAX quiet where children learn to 1. Stop what 
you are doing 2. Stop Talking  3.  Raise your hand in PAX 
(peace sign or zero voices sign)  4. Have your eyes on the 
speaker.  Our students also learn that PAX hands help. 
PAX hands never hurt.  You will often see our students 
walking in the hallway or outside with their hands behind 
their backs. 
 
 

 
The most amazing thing about using the PAX Good 
Behavior Game is that it has been scientifically proven to 
yield some amazing lifetime benefits for our children such 
as increasing the probability that they will graduate from 
high school, decreasing the lifetime risk for alcohol, 
tobacco, or illegal drug use and decreasing the risk of 
suicide. 
 
We are always striving to make school a wonderful place 
for your children to learn. We want them to be excited to 
come to school every day!  We teach our students to be 
PAX leaders so they can better their world and better 
themselves.  If you have any questions about PAX, please 
feel free to contact me. 
 
Lori Watkins 
School Counselor 
lwatkins@psd402.org  
 

Christmas Giving Fair 
 
The Christmas Giving Arts & Crafts Fair is 
Saturday, Nov.12, from 10:00-3:00 p.m., at the 
Primary school.  Over 35 artists and crafters are 
scheduled to attend. We will also have a children’s 
fair, face painting and a visit from Santa. We will 
be selling baked goods, coffee, hot chocolate, tea 
& hot cider.  Pioneer Kiwanis will be selling hot 
dogs, chili and soda.  All proceeds from the booth 
fees, raffle and bake sale will help benefit Pioneer 
families at Christmas time. Would you please help 
us by donating baked goods? Items may be 
dropped off at the Primary school office, 
Thursday, Nov. 10, or Saturday, Nov. 12, after 
10:00 a.m. We also need volunteers to help set up 
on Friday at 4:00 and to help at the bake sale 
table on Saturday.  For more information, please 
call Kim at (360) 427-2931. 
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Love and Logic Parenting Class  
 

All the classes will be scheduled on 
Fridays at 2:00pm. The meetings will last 
approximately one hour and will take place in 
the preschool classroom. We will offer free 
childcare from 2:00-3:00 pm. This year our 
school counselor, Lori Watkins, will be 
providing Love and Logic classes.  

Love and Logic is a philosophy of raising 
and teaching children in a way that allows 
adults to be happier, empowered, and more 
skilled in their interactions with children. Love 
allows children to grow through their mistakes. 
Logic allows children to live with the 
consequences of their choices. Love and Logic 
is a way of working with children that puts 
parents and teachers back in control, teaches 
children to be responsible, and prepares young 
people to live in the real world, with its many 
choices and consequences.  

 
The dates of the parent meetings for the entire 
school year are listed below:  
 
Friday, October 28th, 2016 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, November 18th, 2016 @ 2:00pm 
 

 
Friday, January 27th, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, February 24th, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, March 31st, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, April 21st, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, May 12th, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 
Friday, June 2nd, 2017 @ 2:00pm 
 

____________ 
Free English class for Adults 
 
Tuesdays at 3:45 at Pioneer Primary School 
Conversation based 
Learn English to use in real life. 
Can bring small children with you.  
 
Clases de Inglés para adultos 
Práctica de conversación 
Inglés necesario para la vida. 
Puede traer sus niños pequeños. 
Los Martes a las 3:45 en la escuela Primaria 
de Pioneer 
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Friday, December 9th, 2016 @ 2:00pm 
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