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From the Principal Calendar 

 

Welcome to Pioneer Primary and the 16-17 
school year! 
 
As we begin this school year we welcome our 
Kindergarten students who will be the 
graduating class of 2029.  That may seem like 
a long way off, but every journey begins with a 
single step.  At Pioneer Primary, our staff is 
committed to high levels of learning for every 
child, every day!  Parents and guardians are a 
critical part of our team.  We welcome all of 
our new families and are anxious to get to 
know each of you.  It is our privilege to serve 
the families of Pioneer.  Together we can 
make this the best year ever!  
 
Welcome 2016-2017.                  ~ Jodi Schaefer 
 
Contact information… 
jschaefer@psd402.org 
(360) 427 - 2737 

September 
 
5      No School Labor Day 
6      First Day for Kindergarteners 
6      Kindergarten Parent Breakfast and 

Volunteer Orientation, 8:45 a.m. 
7      Dismiss at 2:00 p.m. 
14    Dismiss at 2:00 p.m. 
16    Volunteer Orientation 9 a.m. 
21    Volunteer Orientation for Pre-School 

9 a.m. 
20    PTA meeting 3:15 p.m. 
21    Dismiss at 2:00 p.m. 
26    PEP assembly 2:00 p.m. 
26    First day for preschoolers and Early 

Learning 
26    First day for Link Up 
27    School Board meeting 5:30 p.m. 
28    Dismiss at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

News from the PTA 

Pioneer School’s PTA plays a vital role in 
providing special programs for our students. 
Please support the organization with your 
participation when possible. If you would like 
to join the PTA please fill out a membership 
form and pay the $8.00 membership fee. 
(Becoming a member does not mean you 
have to attend any meetings or events) All 
parents are encouraged to attend the PTA 
meetings which are scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of every month.  Our first meeting is 
September 20, at 3:15 in the Intermediate 
School’s staff room.  See you there! 

Volunteers 

Teachers welcome parent and community 
volunteers.  General duties of volunteers include 
helping teachers and working with individual 
students.  Volunteers are required to have a 
Washington State Patrol background check prior 
to working in the classroom.  The process helps us 
to ensure the safety of each and every one of our 
students.  Volunteers will need to attend a brief 
orientation meeting with the principal before being 
placed in a classroom.  The classroom teacher will 
set up an appropriate time for your volunteer day. 
Volunteers are not able to work in the classroom 
without notifying the teacher in advance.  

At Pioneer, we don’t just fly...we S O A R ! 

mailto:jschaefer@psd402.org


 
PIONEER PRIMARY/INTERMEDIATE NEWS 

...home of the eagles 
 

September 2016 

110 E. Spencer Lake Road*Shelton, WA 98584 
360.427.2737 (office)*360.427.2933 fax) 

 

From the Vice-Principal Counselor Corner 
 

Welcome to the new school year 2016-2017! It 
is with enthusiasm that I’m writing to introduce 
myself as your new Vice Principal at Pioneer 
Primary and Intermediate School. I feel very 
fortunate to be at Pioneer.  
After 12 years of working and teaching grades 
1st-to 5th with the Olympia School District, I’m 
excited to begin my first year in administration 
at Pioneer.  I have lived in the Olympia area for 
the past 16 years. My family is important to me 
and I have a son who will be entering second 
grade this year.  I am delighted to begin working 
with our students as I want to make a positive 
contribution to their educational experience at 
Pioneer Primary/Intermediate School.  
I look forward to working closely with Principal 
Schaefer in continuing the hard work and efforts 
in ensuring our students’ academic success this 
year. I will be also working on our Positive 
Behavior Intervention Systems this year.   I 
firmly believe in maintaining the strong 
partnership between our students, their families, 
and our teachers and I feel gratified to hear 
that a strong connection between families and 
teachers is already in place at our school. I can 
be reached via email at akoster@psd402.org or 
by phone at 360.427.2737, and I’m available in 
the office should you want to stop by and 
introduce yourself. 
I hope to meet you all very soon as we begin the 
new school year! 
Mrs. Koster 
 
  
 
 

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year!  It is so 
much fun to see the smiling faces of the children 
as we start the new school year.  The staff has 
been working hard to get our school ready for a 
great year of learning, but the building does not 
really come alive until our children arrive. 
 
My name is Lori Watkins and I am the Primary 
School Counselor this year.  Some of you may 
remember the teacher, Karen Everett, who worked 
at Pioneer for several years until she retired three 
years ago.  She is my Mom, so I know this school 
well!   Additionally, I was a student at Pioneer 
Middle School.  I love the family feel of Pioneer. 
We are a community who supports one another. 
 
There are a few different ways school counselors 
work with students and families.  A few examples 
include connecting families to community 
resources; attending team meetings; teaching 
lessons in the classroom; facilitating small groups 
for social skills and support groups; meeting with 
children and families individually; assisting with 
our Positive Behavior and Intervention Support 
(PBIS) program; and conducting Parenting classes 
such as Love and Logic.  School Counselors work 
together with families and school personnel to 
help eliminate any barriers to learning so each 
student can reach his or her full potential.  
 
If there is anything I can do to assist you, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached at 
427-2737 or lwatkins@psd402.org.  I look forward 
to meeting you. 
 
 

At Pioneer, we don’t just fly...we S O A R ! 
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Kindergarten Spotlight... Parent Corner 

Welcome to Kindergarten!  September 
is a very exciting month for our grade 
level since for many students this will 
be their first school experience.  We 
are introducing a brand new reading 
program from National Geographic 
which includes lots of science, social 
studies and a wide variety of fiction 
books.  In math we will introduce 
counting, writing numbers, 
identification and recognition of shapes 
and Number Corner which helps 
students acquire many skills while 
working with the calendar.  We have a 
variety of hands on materials and 
activities to build counting, patterning, 
order of operations, basic equations 
and spatial awareness skills.  Socially 
the students are getting to know one 
another through small group 
experiences as well as engaging in 
active play during our end of day 
center time.  Let the journey begin! 
 

Parents Contribute to School 
Success 
The family is the child's first teacher.  Good 
behavior habits and positive attitudes towards 
school begin at home.  Parents can contribute to 
their child's success in school by: 
• Ensuring prompt and regular school 
attendance and complying with attendance rules 
and procedures. 
• Talking with your child daily about school 
activities and showing an active interest in their 
assignments. 
• Providing a regular time and place for 
homework assignments. 
• Encourage reading at home - - at least 30 
minutes every day. 
• Teaching the child about respect for the law, 
those in authority, the rights of others, and for 
private and public property. 
• Working with the school in carrying out 
recommendations made in the best interests of 
the child. 
• Reinforcing desirable, positive character 
traits. 
____________________________________________

__ 
 

***Parent packets will be sent home 
on Tuesday the 6th.  Please fill them 
out and returned by Friday the 9th. 
All students who turned theirs in by 
Friday will have their name entered 
into a drawing for a $50 gift card to 
Walmart!!*** 

 
 
 
 

At Pioneer, we don’t just fly...we S O A R ! 
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Staff Spotlight... Staff Spotlight continued... 

Jennifer Ojala-Kindergarten Teacher 
I wasn’t always a teacher in the formal sense.  I 
grew up on a dairy farm in Chehalis, Washington 
milking cows, driving tractor, bucking hay bales 
and learning the values of hard work.  
 
In high school I was an okay student but 
struggled with Algebra and lacked confidence in 
my ability to reach high academic goals.  A large 
part of this had to do with being part of a 
family where physical labor was valued (and 
needed) above all else. For over half of my youth 
my mother was raising our big family alone with 
larger concerns than education.  Out of five 
children I was the only one to graduate from 
high school.  Graduating seemed like a big 
achievement at the time and college was 
something I knew very little about. Without the 
guidance and encouragement toward that 
possibility, I married soon after high school and 
became a mother myself.  
 
I found work in a local saw mill making cedar 
siding where it was easy to fall back on my skills 
as a physical laborer.  The mill employed many 
people in my local community, including several 
former classmates.  It was considered a good 
job for the area and the times.  I was close to 
home, close to my kids and my job enabled my 
husband and I to buy a home.  After many years 
at the mill, one day I went to work only to be 
called into a meeting with several other workers 
where we were told that due to the decline of 
the timber market we were all being terminated. 
Not laid off, terminated.  I was in shock, but as 
often happens, sometimes loss presents an 
opportunity not possible before. 
 

Through an Employment Security Department 
program for dislocated timber workers I was 
finally college bound!  By this time my daughter 
was a college student too and became my most 
ardent supporter!  Once I took the first step 
toward higher education, I didn’t stop until I had 
earned my Master’s Degree in Applied Behavioral 
Science.  My experience learning was so positive, 
life changing and rewarding!  I met many 
teachers, professors, registrars, classmates, 
career  and financial counselors that supported, 
encouraged and basically helped change my life 
for the better! 
 
With each degree I earned, many doors to 
employment opened that were previously closed. 
I went to work for Child Welfare Services as a 
social worker in the Longview, Tumwater, and 
Kent offices.  After several years of working 
with and on behalf of struggling families and 
their children, I knew it was time for a change. 
I wanted to keep working with children, just in a 
lighter setting.  For 2 years I went to school in 
the evening at Western Washington University in 
Seattle to get my teaching degree while working 
as a social worker during the day.  Once again 
the work ethic I learned on the farm served me 
well! 

 

At Pioneer, we don’t just fly...we S O A R ! 
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Staff Spotlight... Staff Spotlight... 

Amy Lindsey- Kindergarten 
My name is Amy Lindsey and I am in my 16th 
year of teaching at Pioneer. I have three 
grown children, all of whom are in college this 
year!! Yikes. 
 I have taught multiple grade levels at Pioneer 
but have been teaching Kindergarten the 
longest. This is the grade level that is nearest 
and dearest to my heart! Their sweet faces 
and curiosity for learning always put a smile 
on my face.When I am not at school teaching, 
I enjoy traveling with my husband and getting 
together with friends and family as much as 
possible.  
Hello Everyone! 

Staff Spotlight... 

My name is Elizabeth Derrick . I am a 
Kindergarten teacher and  I enjoy working with 
children and helping them reach for their dreams 
through their education.  I believe every child 
should be valued and treated with respect.  An 
education should empower a child and help him 
or her make a positive contribution to our world.  
 
My husband and I have a beautiful family of two 
sons, Jackson-19 and Cade-13. (and several 
4-legged children) Prior to moving to Olympia we 
have lived in several areas of the United States 
including; Shreveport, LA, Cleveland, Ohio, The 
Dalles, OR, and most recently in Easton, MD. I 
enjoy being outdoors and traveling with my family. 
During the summer I spend my free-time traveling 
with my family, cooking, and spending time with 
my boys. 
 
I look forward to getting to know all of you this 
school year! 

Alexis Whitney- Kindergarten 
I am very excited to be back, teaching 
kindergarten this year. I just can't stay 
away! This will be my seventh year 
teaching at Pioneer. I have taught at 
both the Primary and Middle school. I 
grew up in Washington. I was born in 
Tacoma, and then moved to the 
Spanaway area when I was 14 years 
old. I have an older sister and a 
younger brother. Teaching has always 
been a passion of mine. I remember 
wanting to be a teacher ever since I 
was 6 years old. This January, I will be 
getting married! It will be a very small 
wedding in Eastern Washington. I am 
excited to countdown the days with my 
class, and we will all be practicing my 
new last name! 
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