
 

 

 
 

 

Compulsory Attendance Law the “BECCA BILL”  

Summary of Washington’s Truancy Petition Process 
 

Student is absent: 
The school determines if the absence is unexcused 
RCW 28A.225.020 (2). 

Student has one unexcused absence in one month: 
The school shall inform the parents of the potential  
consequences of additional unexcused absences  
RCW 28A.225.020 (1)(a). 

Student has three unexcused absences in a month: 
The school shall schedule a conference with the  
parents and the student and take additional steps                
described in the law (administer the GAINS/WARNS) 

Student has seven unexcused absences in one 
month: 
The school files a petition with juvenile court who will 
“stay” the petition and refer the student to a communi-
ty truancy board that shall enter into an agreement with 
the student and parents.  Failure to follow the plan. 
RCW 28A.225.030 (2-a, b, c).  The parent may file a 
petition with the court if the school district fails to do 
so RCW 28A.225.030 (4). 

Student has ten unexcused absences in one year: 
The school district shall file a truancy petition with the 
juvenile court, refer the student to a community  
truancy board that shall enter into an agreement with 
the student and parents.  RCW 28A.225.030 (1). 

Truancy Board: Juvenile Court: 
The court shall “stay” the petition and refer to a truan-
cy board  RCW 28A.225.035(4).  The truancy board 
will enter into an agreement with student and parent to 
intervene for a period of time  RCW 28A225.035(7).  
The court has several options at this stage  
RCW 28A.225.090 (1). 

Failure to comply with the Truancy Board  
Agreement: 
The court will assume jurisdiction and may order the 
child to report to a county detention facility, or may 
impose alternatives to detention such as community 
service RCW 28A.225.090 (2).  The court may fine 
the parents or impose community service in lieu of a 
fine RCW 28A.225.090 (3). 

The Pioneer School District Policy 3122: 
 

 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES: 
 

 1 UNEXCUSED ABSENCE in one month:  
 The school shall notify the parent by phone  
 of the unexcused absence. 
 

 3 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES in one month:  
 The school shall request a conference with the parents 
 and take additional steps as described in  
 RCW 28A.225.020 
 

 7 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES in one month:   
 File a truancy petition with the court, a “stay” is 
 placed on the petition, and refer to truancy board.  
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES: 
 

 10 Absences:    
 Informational letter with an attendance printout. 
  
 

 15 Absences:   
 Informational letter , parent conference.  
 

 18 Absences:   
 Informational letter with notification that a  
 DOCTOR’S NOTE will be required to excuse any 
 future absences from this day forward.   
 
Medically Fragile Student with multiple excused absences: 
 
1. Conference with student and parent. 
2. Ten consecutive days absent with doctor confirmation will 

result in referral to Special Services support. 
3. Should a doctor’s confirmation not be available, a letter 

will be sent to the parent informing them that from this day 
forward, should their child be absent two or more consecu-
tive days, it will be necessary for the student to return to 
school with a doctor’s note stating that it is safe for them 
to return to school. 

4. Should a student return to school without the doctor’s  
       documentation, the absences will be considered unexcused.           
       At this point, BECCA guidelines will be followed in  
       accordance to unexcused absences accrued.  
 
 
 
 

 

Please note that the parent/guardian must contact the 
school office by note or phone @ 360-427-2737  

explaining the absence within 10 days of the absence or it 
will be permanently recorded as unexcused. 


